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Women’s Graduate Studies Set to Expand
Lax Wins

CAT MACLENNAN ’20
STAFF WRITER

BEN GAMBUZZA ’20 AND
BRENDAN CLARK ’21
NEWS EDITORS

Trinity’s
Graduate
Women’s lacrosse Studies program, an instipage swiftly defeated
tution of the College since
Bates but suffered 1889, will be incorporating
significant changes and imdefeat from the
provements to its program
Tufts Jumbos.
in the coming year. Under
the direction of Dean of Academic Affairs and Strategic
Initiatives Sonia Cardenas,
Trinity plans to introduce a
new one-year master’s program in Public Policy, take
advantage of its position in
Hartford, and improve the
SABRINA SHU ’21
quality of its programming.
STAFF WRITER
Historically, the program was quite successpage Trinity has decid- ful. Ms. Cardenas noted
ed to elevate the
that
graduate
studies
position of Direc“have been a fixture at
tor of LGBTQ+
Trinity since 1889” and its
Life to full time.
long history makes Trinity “very unique” among
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Hip-Hop
Festival
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS, A&E SECTION
Noname
and Taylor
Bennett will
headline the
festival on
April 6 though
April 8.
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ConnPIRG:
Trin Talks
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

9
page

ConnPIRG
presents
Trin Talks
to enage the
community
in complex
discussions.

Also in this week’s issue....
Social Media: Trump’s Tweets
and Generational Impact,
pages 5-6
WGRAC Celebrates Women’s
History Month, page 7
Senior Editor Nate Choukas
Analyzes 2018 Masters, page 12
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liberal arts colleges. In
fact, Ms. Cardenas noted, graduate studies were
the first programs at the
College to accept female
students, beginning in
1927, 40 years before Trinity became coeducational.

From 1955, with the
arrival of President Albert
Jacobs, the program saw
immense growth, with
M.S. and M.A. degrees
offered for many majors.
see GRAD STUDIES on page 3
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Remembering
Evan
Scollard ’17
Evan
Scollard,
a 2017 graduate of
Trinity College, passed
away
last
weekend,
at the age of 23. This
loss
was
shocking,
and a tragedy that
will be felt throughout
the community. It is
impossible to accurately
reflect the complexity
of
Evan’s
character
in a simple memorial.
Scollard was, in many
ways, an embodiment
of the spirit of Trinity.
He was eminently polite, a
brilliant conversationalist
with a precocious personality that often made him
seem like the most mature person in the room.
see MEMORIAM on page 2

“March for Our Lives”: Student Protest
MADISON VAUGHN ’21
STAFF WRITER
Protestors
of
the
March for Our Lives
in Hartford, CT began
at
Corning
Fountain
and traveled through
Bushnell Park, ending
at the State Capitol
this Saturday morning,
March
24.
During
the march, protesters
chanted for their rights,
with statements such as:
“no guns, no hate. We
just want to graduate.”At
the gathering outside of
the Capitol, protestors
pressed for change they
believe is long overdue
and several speakers
spoke about the gun
control
movement.
Hartford Mayor Luke
Bronin
spoke
first,
discussing the 120 school
shootings
that
have
happened in the past five
years. Bronin continued
the marchers’ rhetoric
stating,
“enough
is
enough, young people are
in the lead now, but we’re
all going to march with
you every step of the way.”
Next, Will Haskell spoke,
a 21-year-old planning
to run for Connecticut

MADISON VAUGHN ’21/STAFF WRITER

Several Trinity students marched in solidarity with the victims of the recent Parkland shooting.
State Senate. Haskell
stated that he believes
that people are never
too young to do the right
thing and be on the
right side of history. He
asked for everyone to
join with the movement
and help make more
progress in gun safety
laws. “We don’t need
to wait for Washington
to protect our schools,
our friends, and our

Published weekly at Trinity College, Hartford, CT

families from being the
next victims of another
school shooting,” said
Haskell. As many other
speakers shared their
thoughts,
embracing
the idea that change is
coming for the United
States, it was evident
that people all over CT
were still very much
aware of the devastating
repercussions
of
gun violence, as the

shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary in Newton,
CT occurred just six years
ago. Since Sandy Hook,
more than 400 people
have been shot in schools
across the US. These
facts were certainly at
the forefront of everyone’s
minds when CT student
of Wilton High School
Isabella Segall stated,
“remember
yesterday,
but protect tomorrow.”
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Corrections

continued from page 1
During his time at
Trinity, he was a devoted member of Pi Kappa
Alpha fraternity, (Pike)
serving as its vice president. He was also a
valued member of the
Trinity Tripod ’s editorial staff. As a skilled and
passionate writer, Scollard published a novel
entitled Without Regard
to Fortune when he was
only seventeen years old.
Graduating with honors in Psychology and
Anthropology, Scollard’s
merit as a student was
clear to his professors
and to those who worked
with him. His influence
within Pike was the
catalyst for his tenure
as president of the Inter-Greek Council.

Scollard was one of
many Trinity students
hailing from “not far outside of Boston,” specifically Lynnfield, MA. In
the pages of the Tripod ,
he wrote passionately
and in a register all his
own about issues of campus identity. In his writing, he was a major voice
in the discussion about
the expansion or elimination of Greek life on
campus.
Because of his status
as something of a legendary figure on campus, there are many who
know Scollard only by
name. His friends will
remember him by way
of his firm mannerisms
and dry wit, and by way
of funny stories. They’ll
remember how when in
the spring of his junior

year, he injured his finger with a cigar cutter
and, unable to type, was
excused from finals. How
he wore a claddagh ring
as a way to acknowledge his roots in Ireland, and remember his
time studying abroad in
Scotland. How he often
crossed his legs professionally while leaning
back in Tripod office
chairs.
To Evan Scollard’s
family and friends, the
Tripod extends its heartbroken
condolences.
Rarely has a more vital
graduate been lost so
soon after leaving Trinity. He will not be forgotten by those who knew
him. Scollard’s memorial
service will be held at
4:00 pm at the Chapel on
Thursday, March 29.
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The Trinity Tripod has been published by the students of Trinity College since 1904. Its staff members are committed to the reporting
and distribution of news and ideas that are relevant to the College
community. The Tripod is published weekly on Tuesdays during the
academic year. Student subscription is included in the Student Activities Fee (SAF). For non-students looking to subscribe, a one-semester subscription costs $10.00 and a one-year subscription costs
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Please visit our website: trinitytripod.
com. Articles are published online
each week. Follow us on Twitter @
TrinityTripod and visit our Facebook
page at facebook.com/TrinityTripod.

In Memoriam

Student Walk-Outs Reflect Positive Shift
Across the country,
high
school
students
have embraced protest
following
the
recent
shootings in Parkland,
Florida where 17 victims
were killed by a lone
gunman.
Since
the
Columbine Tragedy in
1997, the worst high
school
massacre
to
occur before the recent
Stoneman Douglas High
School
shooting,
gun
violence in schools has
become a part of life.
Students have become
accustomed to “active
shooter drills” during the
school day. The threat
of a massacre always
looms in public areas.
American
politicians
have failed to act in the
convening years, and the
victims of these crimes,
the
students,
have
taken the call to action.
The
recent
“walkouts” have occurred in
response to a perceived
inaction
from
the
American
government.
The protests, organized
by high school students
inspired by the activism of
their peers at Stoneman
Douglas High School,
were scheduled for exactly
one month following the
tragedy at Parkland, to
both commemorate the
lives lost and demand
action in the form of
gun legislation. Protests
ranged from being strictly
apolitical
memorials
for the lives lost, while
other high schools took
radical action to call for
immediate gun control.

These protests seemed
to signal a massive shift
in
political
activism
among
students.
As
many
commentators
have
correctly
noted,
the protestors are a
clear example of “Gen Z”
stepping up and taking
action when adults of
society refuse to do so.
History has a long
pattern of the youth
rising up against their
government. While it
is difficult to compare
the
modern
protests
with those opposing the
Vietnam War in the middle
of the twentieth century,
both movements have, at
their core, a sense of deep
dissatisfaction with the
feeling of powerlessness,
particularly
when
lives are on the line.
Many Americans have
been quick to criticize
and generalize the “walkouts.” Fox News’ Tucker
Carlson ’92 was one of
the several voices to
speak out against the
high
school
protests,
asking his viewers: “If
they’re too young to
buy guns, why should
they be making my gun
laws?” Daily Show host
Trevor Noah was quick
to respond to the Trinity
alum's comment on his
own show, accurately
remarking that “If kids
are old enough to be
shot, they are old enough
to
have
an
opinion
about
being
shot.”
In
addition,
conservatives and other
political figures have

argued for high school
students to “walk up,
not out.” This statement
is meant to directly
challenge the protests.
The argument lies
on the idea that school
shooters are largely a
product of experiencing
bullying at school. The
ideology
encourages
students to reach out
to the “outcasts” at
their
school,
instead
of
protesting
current
gun laws. It seems to
correlate to the pro-gun
argument that “Guns
don’t kill people, people
kill people.” The ideology
has been criticized by
many, who believe that
the “walk-up” argument
is an example of victimblaming, arguing that
the students who have
been murdered by school
shooters
are
partly
to blame for inciting
anger in the gunmen.
Today, it is difficult
to
tell
whether
the
protests following the
Parkland shooting will
continue its momentum.
A recent bill advocating
“common sense gun laws”
was rejected in Florida.
However, the students
continue to protest and
gun laws has experienced
significant
debate
in
ways not seen before.
Around
the
country,
Americans
should
be
applauding this young
generation for taking a
stand and fighting for
what they believe in,
even when faced with
significant
criticism.

NEWS

Trinity Graduate Studies to Expand and Improve
continued from page 1

By the 1980s, however,
the program began to
shrink, leaving graduate
degrees in only American
Studies,
Economics,
English,
History,
and
Public Policy. Since then,
Economics and History
have been discontinued,
leaving M.A.s in American
Studies,
English,
and
Public Policy and the
M.S. in Neuroscience.
Dean Cardenas, who
assumed
oversight
of
Graduate
Studies
in
Jan. 2017, expressed her
desire to “make certain
that
the
programs
offered within Graduate
Studies are of equal
quality with the college’s
undergraduate programs.”
Questions of quality
and other suggestions
for improvement were
outlined first in Trinity’s
self-study and echoed in
the 2017 New England
Association of Schools
and Colleges (NEASC)
reaccreditation
report.
After a comprehensive
evaluation of the school,
the independent team
found that “one area
not addressed in the
Bicentennial
planning
process
is
Trinity’s
Graduate
Studies
program, where there
seems to be no history of
planning.” However, the
college is currently in a “preplanning phase” that seeks

to redress this concern.
The
report
also
mentioned
that
recordkeeping
for
the
program has not been
centralized or consistent,
“thus making it difficult
to answer even basic
questions
about
the
program, not to mention
evaluate its efficacy.” The
team found that many
graduate
students
at
Trinity are employees of the
College absolved of tuition.
The
Report
concluded
that recent enrollment
growth of these students,
therefore,
“has
not…
contributed to financial
sustainability.”
The Tripod sat down
with Director of Graduate
Studies in English Dan
Mrozowski and Associate
Professor of History and
American Studies Scott
Gac, Directors of the
English and American
Studies
graduate
programs,
respectively,
to address the report’s
recommendations
and
consider the future of the
Graduate Studies program.
Mr.
Mrozowski
characterized the English
program
as
being
consistent.
“Recordkeeping is steady,” he said,
and “full-time tenure or
tenure-track
professors
are teaching classes, no
adjunct labor.” Regarding
the program as a whole,
he sees English Graduate
Studies as an integral part
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Trinity's Graduate Studies program is seeing positive changes that emphasize its
reliance on Hartford.
of the College’s mission
to “serve the community
at large.” Academically,
it “allows for a depth
of advanced courses to
be taught, brings nontraditional people into
the classroom, and allows
faculty to teach esoteric
or
research-intensive
interests.” Although the
growth of non-tuitionpaying employees has been
somewhat of a detriment,
he believes it is important
for “employee retention
and well-being” for the
“professional development
of your labor core” to be
emphasized. As for the
future of Graduate Studies,
he emphasized the need
to present the program
as more of an option for
undergraduate students.

Mr.
Gac,
in
his
fourth year as director
of the American Studies
graduate
program,
is
optimistic
about
the
future but recognizes a
troubled past. In the past,
he said, “the institution
was not providing enough
resources to graduates
studies for what it has to
do.” Despite a “decreasing
undergraduate population”
and a growth of nontuition-paying employees,
he argues that the result
is not necessarily revenue
lost, since most graduate
students are not in fact
employed by the college.
As opposed to English,
American Studies courses
have been taught by
non-tenure track faculty.
However, Mr. Gac added,
a
newly
redesigned
curriculum will stipulate
that almost every class will
be taught by a tenure-track
professor. Moreover, a new
“5-year bachelor’s/master’s
program”
will
allow
undergraduate students of
American Studies to start
graduate work in their
5th year. Both English
and American Studies see
the opportunity to build
a “bridge,” in Dr. Dan’s
words, for undergraduates
to stay at Trinity and
pursue a graduate degree.
In considering how to
erect this “bridge,” Dean
Cardenas has sought to
capitalize
on
Trinity’s
“unique
position
in
Hartford” to encourage
undergraduate retention
as
well
as
outside
recruitment. One of the
major developments has
been the launching of a
one-year, full time Master
of Arts in Public Policy.
Dean Cardenas hoped
that this program would
“appeal to some of our

own undergraduates” with
its focus on real-world
applications and added
that the hiring of a new
Professor of the Practice,
Sean
M.
Fitzpatrick,
was a major asset to the
program. Dean Cardenas
also emphasized a new
partnership with CT21
as a unique opportunity
for Public Policy graduate
students to “learn by
engaging in real-world
applications of policy.”
Professor of Political
Science Kevin McMahon,
who directs the Public
Policy program, added
that he is “very excited
to offer a 1-year master’s
program in public policy
similar to other leading
colleges and universities.”
Dean Cardenas added
that the importance of
Trinity’s
positioning
in Hartford cannot be
understated, as she hopes
that the new programs
will also “attract people
who work downtown and
will find Trinity’s offerings
appealing.” Mr. McMahon
added,
regarding
the
Public Policy program, that
“Trinity is the perfect place
for students to connect
the liberal arts with the
study and development
of public policy.” The
College
will
continue
to explore creating new
MA programs, with the
potential for programming
at Trinity’s Constitution
Plaza
location.
In
considering
the
future of graduate studies,
Dean
Cardenas
views
the program “as a way of
expanding opportunities
for students and faculty
and connecting with the
city of Hartford in new
ways” and added that
“we’re very excited about
the program’s potential.”
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SGA Addresses Diversity VP, Hate Crimes, Night Class
EMMELINE ENDRESEN ’21
STAFF WRITER
On Sunday, March
25, Professor of Political
Science
Stefanie
Chambers,
Chaplain
Allison
Read,
and
Multicultural
Affairs
Committee (MAC) Chair
Brandon Herrera ’19,
met with the Student
Government Association
(SGA) to discuss the
next Vice President for
Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion. Ms. Chambers,
Ms. Read, and Mr. Herrera
are all members of the
search
committee
for
the new Vice President.
Ms. Chambers and
Ms. Read stated that the
selection process for this
new position is underway
and
the
vetting
of
candidates will begin over
the next few weeks. The
new candidate will begin
work on July 1 of this
year and will be equipped
to direct the program
by the fall of 2018. This
position will be different
than the office currently
held by Karla Spurlock-

Evans as the Dean of
Multicultural
Affairs.
While Ms. Evans oversees
the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, she works mostly
with students rather than
the administration. The
new Vice President will
be able to interact with
institutional
concerns
and work on all aspects
of diversity, equity, and
inclusion
unilaterally
on campus. He or she
will also ideally work
more
closely
with
faculty on key diversity
issues. Some anticipated
policy
goals
include
looking at the classroom
climate
of
diversity,
equity,
and
inclusion
as well as diversity in
college operations and
employment
practices.
Further, it was suggested
that the Vice President
will
be
in
a
good
position to coordinate
the community’s efforts
to
engage
in
and
discuss
these
issues.
SGA Vice President
Molly
Schineller
’18
expressed concern over
the
distribution
of

information to the school
following hate crimes. She
expressed a concern that
the student body hears
about such hate crimes
in a delayed way and
without much discussion
of
repercussions
for
the
perpetrators.
She
argued that this does not
send the message that
anything bad will happen
to someone who commits
such a crime and that
students should be aware
of the punishments. Ms.
Read agreed that this is a
widely expressed feeling
and noted that the law
prohibits the disclosure of
what the punishment for
a particular instance is,
so they are unable to send
emails with that kind of
information. That being
said, she hoped that the
new Vice President will
have innovative ideas on
how to address that issue.
One suggestion that
an SGA member had was
to extensively research
other schools and their
policies, as well as to look
at their records of hate
crimes so as to have a

benchmark for measuring
our own attentiveness to
the issue. Ms. Chambers
also
said
that
this
new type of position is
one that is becoming
commonplace across the
country and therefore
that it might be a good
idea to have this person
interact and work with
people in similar stations
at
different
schools.
First-Year
Senator
Brendan
Clark
’21
thereafter
spoke
to
SGA on behalf of the
Curriculum
Committee
to review a new proposal
for night classes. Music,
Theatre, and Dance put
in a request that evening
classes be limited to two
nights a week so as to
create more available
time for auditions and
rehearsals.
Currently
there are very few times
to hold auditions other
than weekends as it is
difficult to find a block
of time that works for
everyone. The same goes
for rehearsals, especially
for those held in the week
directly preceding a show

where there is a lot of
work to be done. SGA
representatives expressed
support, noting that such a
change would also benefit
athletes and members
of clubs that meet in the
evening. While they have
not yet put forward a
formal proposal, night
classes would likely be
held either on Mondays
and
Wednesdays
or
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
One concern expressed
by students was that
undue burdens may be
placed on professors, as
many teach night classes
as they have other day
jobs. This, in turn, may
have an effect on the
number of classes offered.
Nevertheless, the proposal
noted that the Learning
Space Committee has
reviewed this issue and
sees it as a positive
change. Learning Space
has affirmed that there
is plenty of classroom
capacity and also sees the
potential for significant
classroom repairs if more
buildings are unoccupied
two
days
a
week.

Director of LGBTQ+ Life Made Full-Time Position
SABRINA SHU ’21
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Trinity College has
recently
elevated
the
position of Director of
LGBTQ+ life to a fulltime position and has
hired a new coordinator
in order to work with students in these groups.
The decision was made in
part because of the strong
urge by many students,
staffs and facilities. Originally a part-time position, the College has
made the position fulltime to fulfill students’
needs and expectations.
The Tripod spoke with
Carrie Robinson, Director of LGBTQ+ life, to
discuss the future prospect of LGBTQ+ students
at Trinity. Ms. Robinson
added that she is “really excited to be here, get
to know the campus and
students. This position
is right up my alley.”
Talking about her impression of Trinity thus
far, Ms. Robinson remarked that “It’s been
great, everyone has been
super welcoming and super excited.” Ms. Robinson expressed her desire
for this position to serve
as a platform for the voices of under-represented

groups. She wants the
center to provide an inclusive and welcoming place
on campus. “I hope that
LGBTQ+ students have
the things they need to
be successful on campus,
that’s one of my goals for
this position,” she added.
Although there is still
work to be done, Ms. Robinson is proud of all the
help she has received
from the College community. She added that “If
you have support from
the institution and from
the people, it makes your
job a little bit easier.” Ms.
Robinson also emphasized unity and believes
that it is “important for
us to all work together,
we need allies to help us.”
Ms. Robinson will be
working in the Queer
Resource Center at 114
Crescent Street. Besides
having open hours, Ms.
Robinson is also happy to
schedule appointments.
Ms. Robinson also plans
to commit to additional
availability and added
that she “definitely wants
students to see me as a resource, feel like they can
come down here and just
knock on the door.” She
stressed that she wishes
to make herself available
outside of the day as well,

TRINITY TRIPOD

The Queer Resource Center offers support to students that identify as LGBTQ+.
adding that “if that means
working to 8:00 at night,
that’s what it means.”
The LGBTQ+ coordinator is responsible for
a myraid of activities,
but the focus of the position is on coordinating

outreach to students and
providing a space where
students feel comfortable
discussing and sharing
their diverse experiences.
Upcoming
activities
sponsored by the Queer
Resource Center include a

discussion about LGBTQ+
in the workplace on April
17 and a barbeque on
April 26. Ms. Robinson
is also planning on collaborating with different
departments, clubs, and
programs in the future.

OPINION

Trump’s Twitter Both Gratifying and Controversial
ELEANNA DAVOS ’20
STAFF WRITER
Let’s talk Tweets, Twitter, and of course, politics.
Social media has always
been used as a way for people to express themselves
and different aspects of
their lives. Many people
also choose to use social
media to share their opinions on various current
events and politics. Long
before the Trump era, social media was used to
spread information, ideas,

was a frequent Twitter
user, being one of the many
celebrities who shares every thought and idea on
social media. I’m not a
radical republican who
worships the ground President Trump walks on. I
think every person who
has aligned themselves to
a party should be aware
of the faults even within
their own party, because
there is no perfect political
party. I can see the faults
within my party and even
in my president. Using so-

“I can see the faults within my party and even in my president. Using social media to connect with
millennials is a brilliant idea.”
and opinions across party
lines. Even before President Trump took office or
began his campaign, he

cial media to connect with
millennials and American
youth is a brilliant idea.
These are the people who

are not actively voting
(ages 18-24) and if anyone
wants to see a change, we
need to educate, share information, and get people
into the polling booths.
Part of what makes President Trump so unique compared to other politicians is
that he doesn’t beat around
the bush and worry about
being politically correct.
In all honesty, being politically correct isn’t going to
help policy changes. I see
being politically correct essentially censoring the issue; if you can’t talk about
it bluntly and say it how it
is, then what’s the point?
That’s part of the reason that makes Trump so
unique, unlike every other
previous politician. Hedoesn’t talk about the issue
without fully addressing it.
He will bluntly and harshly address whatever issue
the United States is facing.
Every politician ought to
follow that lead and address everything without

worrying about hurting
someone’s feelings or being

ca’s leader, a level of discretion should be used. The

politically correct. Here
is where it can get a little
grainy when using social
media. I don’t agree with
how President Trump is
using Twitter to insult people. I think there is nothing wrong with disagreeing with another politician
and expressing that, but
what the other politician
believes in is an idea and
opinion, and it has nothing
to do with their character
or who they are as a person. President Trump isn’t
the first person and surely
won’t be the last to insult
someone over social media, but when you’re in the
spotlight of being Ameri-

use of Twitter and social
media should absolutely
continue to be used as an
outreach tactic to younger voters to keep them informed, since they seem to
be attached like a magnet
to their phones and social
media accounts. The fact
that President Trump says
things that stir the pot
and gets people talking is
important. Before he was
president, there wasn’t
enough
conversation
happening about policy
change. At the same time,
the level of passion that
he has which drives his insulting tweets towards other people should change.

from my parents, who truly believed that my young
mind would be ruined by
the deep dark depths of
the internet. If only they
could have seen what
was coming: the absolute
takeover of social media and the smartphone.
As rock and roll was
to the older generation
in the ’50s and Spongebob was to my mother in
the early 2000s, social
media has been deemed
the crux of our generation. Everyone has experienced the social media
slump, where you find
yourself switching between three or four social
media apps, desperately
searching for something
new with which you can
entertain yourself. In addition to entertainment,
social media provides an
opportunity to create a
new version of yourself.
Social media, such as Instagram, allows you to
curate the best moments
toportray your life. Twitter provides a platform
for unfiltered thoughts
and opinions. Snapchat
allows you to post snapshots of your day and
directly
communicate
with friends. Facebook
lets your distant relatives know you still exist
with the once-every-fewmonths announcements.
With all these opportunities to create separate
versions of yourself on-

line, your true self can
often get lost in translation... even from yourself. It’s no secret that
people use different social media platforms for
different reasons and toproject different versions
of themselves into the
world. Even Instagram
can portray two different versions of a person,
with a “rinsta” versus a

ter, the majority of people said social media
was an advantage to our
generation (n=13, 72%).
Perhaps this is why the
debate surrounding social media is so complex.
The term “social media”
encompasses platforms
that provide much different outcomes to people.
It’s left to us to decide,
is social media worth it?

“The fact that President Trump
says things that stir the pot and
gets people talking is important.”

Social Media is Inescapable Phenomenon of Today
KYRA LYONS ’20
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Throughout
history,
new tecthnology has created a barrier between
the old and young. The
former almost always
express their disdain for
the new technology, explaining how itisruining
the human experience
for the latter. There are
always naysayers when
new technology crops up
and defines a generation.
Older folks in the 1950s
said that rock and roll
was melting the brains
of the youth, and in the
’20s the older generation
just knew that the younger generations’ morals
were being destroyed by
jazz and swing. When
radio was the main form
ofentertainment, parents
lamented their children
planted in front of the set,
listening to their favor-

first aired; she never lets
me forget that SpongeBob
was the first show that
left me and my siblings
glued to the screen like
zombies. As I grew up,
computer games emerged
as a new technology,
along with iPods and new
“social” media platforms.
I can clearly recall discussing MySpace profiles
in 7th grade history before the bell rang. What
songs my friends chose
to play on their profile,
how the camera on their
flip phone took better
pictures than their old
phone, what to post next,
etc. The majority ofmy
middle school “hang outs”
consisted of watching the
latest
Charlieissocoollike video, choreographing dances tothe latest
Lady Gaga music video,
or being creeped out by
the video series Salad
Fingers on the new video

“Personally, I’ve attempted and
failed several times to give up social media, but I always end up
persuading myself that I am better off with it than without it.”

ite program. Lord knows
my mother rues the day
SpongeBob Squarepants

platform YouTube. This
online activity was done
with major disapproval

“It’s no secret that people use different social media platforms for different reasons and to project different
versions of themselves into the world.”

“finsta;” the perfect, adventuresome self versus
the relatable, everyday
self. When I got curious
and created a poll on Instagram asking whether
social media was good or
bad, most respondents
said that social media
was bad (n=11, 55%).
This makes it seem as
though users of social
media realize it’s harmful and ultimately fosters false projections of
people, and yet they still
choose to scroll. Twitter, on the other hand,
is more unfiltered and is
a news source for many
people. When I launched
the same poll on Twit-

Does it enhance our understanding of the world
or does it simply provide
a shortcut to anxiety and
depression, as so many
scholars say? Personally,
I’ve attempted and failed
several times to give up
social media, but I always
end up persuading myself
that I am better off with
it than without it. Ultimately, we get to choose
whether this aspect of
our lives isan advantage
or a disadvantage. We
can let the bad aspects
of social media define
our generation, or we can
use it, as many already
have, to create a positive change in the world.
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Severity of Drug Culture at Trinity is Exaggerated
KATIE CORT ’19
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A stereotype that exists about Trinity students is that the majority are “coke-heads.”

large population of people (parents, prospective
students, current students, etc.) believe Trinity is a school comprised
of cocaine addicts. I disagree with this state-

“Personal feelings aside, the
problem remains that a large
population of people... believe Trinity is a school comprised of cocaine addicts.”
On the college advice
website Niche, Trinity was rated among the
worst for drug safety. In
a string of comments on
College Confidential, an
online college discussion
forum, a prospective student claimed they were
considering Trinity as a
school choice, but saw its
ratings for drug safety
and decided otherwise. A
review posted in 2014 on
Niche reads, “I was the
only one of my friends
freshman
year
who
hadn’t done coke” Another review says, “Cocaine
is rampant on campus
as well. Few freshman
will finish their first
year at Trin without
having done a line.” Personal feelings aside, the
problem remains that a

ment. Even if you believe
it to be true, the truth is
that anywhere you go, it
is difficult to escape the
social pressure of drug
use. The only place to
really escape any sort of
pressure to experiment
with
drugs
incollege
would be attending a hyper-religious college in
the middle of the mountains. The “best” colleges
inthe country; Stanford,
Harvard, and MIT, have
drug scenes as well, and
there are students at
those schools who choose
to snort cocaine at fraternities on Saturdays.
It is nearly impossible
to escape the drug culture if you choose to party in college, but there
are solutions. One is to
find something else you

like to do on the weekends besides going toparties. Obviously, the
pressure to drink and
do drugs will be much
greater when you are
around people who are
all doing the same. The
other is just simply say
no if you do not want to
participate. I have never
been in a situation where
I have said no and felt
threatened, insecure, or
targeted because I chose
to not do drugs or drink a
certain type of alcohol. A
lotof this has to do with
the people I choose to associate myself with. My
friends and those in my
social circle would never
pressure me to do something I do not feel comfortable with, and along
those lines, would never
judge me for that decision either. It is important to stay friends with
those who like you for
how you are complete-

are definitely incidents
at Trinity where people

“There are definitely incidents at
Trinity where people feel pressured
to partake in the drug culture, particularly first-years who are more
vulnerable to social pressures.”

feel pressured to partake
in the drug culture, particularly first-years who
are more vulnerable to
social pressures, out of
a desire to be accepted
or liked.
Regardless,
it is important to learn
through this process how
to handle yourself in
these situations. Drugs,
alcohol, and peer pressure do not just come to
a halt when we depart
Trinity’s campus after
four years. They exist

“Drugs, alcohol, and peer pressure do
not just come to a halt when we depart Trinity’s campus after four years.”

ly sober, not the friends
who you associate with
when you are out drinking on a Saturday. There

Trinity Zen Group

Tuesday nights in The Chapel

(take a right at the main altar and go down the stairs to the Crypt Chapel)

6:30 - Orientation and Meditation Instruction for ﬁrst-timers
7 - Chanting and Meditation
7:45 - Discussion & Refreshments
WWW.TRINITYZEN.ORG / FB: TRINTY ZEN GROUP

these four years it is so
critical to know our lim-

throughout our entire
lives and will follow us
no matter where we go.
So, that is why during

its, trust ourselves, go
with our guts, and find
those people who like
us for who we are, not
for what we do on the
weekends. In addition to
that, it is also important
to always be vocal about
what makes us uncomfortable and what we are
not okay with. There are
many ways to turn down
drugs. You could simply
say no, you could tell a
white lie, you can pretend, whatever it may
be. A support system ensures you are never the
odd one out. Cocaine is a
dangerous drug that can
easily become an addictive habit; it’s not just
a casual substance tobe
passed around at college
parties. It should not
be considered safe, cool,
or normal to do dangerous drugs and we should
never
feel
pressured
to do something we’re
uncomfortable
with.

Want to write for the
Tripod?
Join today!
Our meetings are
held on Sundays at
5:00 at our office,
in the basement of
Jackson Hall.
Additionally,
interested writers,
photographers, or
editors can apply
on our website
under
“contact us.”

FEATURES
WGRAC Celebrates Women’s History Month in March

WGRAC Programs: Spring 2018
Fortune 500: Diversity in the Workplace
Tuesday, March 27, Common Hour
Terrace AB

African Women Access: Educating and Supporting African Women and Girls,
with Fatima Al Ansar ’17
Tuesday, April 3, Common Hour
Alumni Lounge, Mather

Birthright: A War Story

Wednesday, April 4, 7:00pm
McCook Auditorium, Rittenberg Terrace AB

Take Back the Night

April 17, 7:00pm
Washington Room (Reception in Dangremond Commons)

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
Friday April 20, 2:00pm
Main Quad

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LAURA LOCKWOOD

Free Speech and Race Relations Discussed at Trin Talks
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Trin Talks is a ConnPIRG initiative to bring
together different voices
across the political spectrum on Trinity’s campus.
The series of debates has
brought several different topics to the attention of the community.
On Thursday, March 8,
Trin Talks held another
session where the issue
of free speech was discussed. The panelists
included Nat Bush ’19,
Silvia Nunez ’21, Teddy
Allmendinger ’20, Sam
Spencer
’21,
Antonio
Williams ’19,and Mazin Khalil ’15 M’18 with
Ethan Yang ’20 serving as
moderator. The group represented a wide variety of

different views regarding
social and political issues.
Yang’s first question
concerned Trinity’s funding and the relationship
between donations and
higher institutions in general. As Yang correctly noted, donations often rest
onpolitical
expectations,
citing the example of several donors withholding
their financial support following remarks attributed
to Professor of Sociology
Johnny Williams over the
summer. This was a difficult initial conversation for
the panelists, who reached
a consensus that donations
were necessary for the College to function, and that
donor political biases are
unfortunately inevitable.
The second question
posed addressed the idea
of physical safe spaces at

Trinity and other colleges.
Many students, such as
Khalil and Williams, believed that such spaces
were necessary, to give
marginalized students an
opportunity to feel comfortable. Others, such as
Spencer and Allmendinger, believed that the spaces would ultimately divide
groups on campus rather
than create more unity
within the community.
Continuing the debate, ConnPIRG posed
the question to the panel
concerning a recent law
in New York, where citizens who do not use the
preferred gender pronoun
ofanindividual can face
legal fines ofupto $500.
The panel was divided on
this issue, with remarks
ranging in fierce support to opposition. Nunez

stressed the importance
of hate speech and free
speech, which supplemented Bush’s opinion that the
fines could beproblematic,
but starts an important
conversation
regarding
gender identity and could
potentially aid in education regarding the issue.
The final, and perhaps
most controversial question in the debate asked
the panelists their opinion
on the addition of a diversity class, a requirement in
Trinity’s core curriculum.
This idea was suggested
by the Action Coalition of
Trinity (ACT). Currently
the College has a requirement to take a class that is
relevant to global engagement, however, this class
doesnot necessarily have
to address issues of race,
gender, and class. Khalil

remarked that Trinity already offers a class that all
students can take tolearn
more about social issues,
“Racism” taught by Professor Johnny Williams.
Khalil noted that white
students often shied away
from the class, because of
the professor’s controversial remarks regarding
white supremacy in America. Others on the panel
were quick to agree that
a diversity requirement is
needed to alleviate some
of the racial insensitivity on Trinity’s campus.
The conversation quickly
evolved to tackle race relations at the College, which
reflected deeply different
opinions regarding minority groups on campus,
but also a desire to cooperate to make the campus
a more accepting space.
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Lecture Questions the Need for College Education
AMANDA MUCCIO ’18
SENIOR EDITOR
“Why,” Professor Bryan Caplan asked a crowded McCook auditorium,
“do you bother toenroll or
pay tuition at Trinity?”
Think about it: If an
individual was interested
in obtaining knowledge,
heor she could simply
livein the Hartford area
and ask a professor to sit
inon the class. If a person
actually did this, Caplan
added, it would be a professor’s dream –it would
mean the individual was
genuinely curious about
the
course
material.
Why isn’t this a frequent
request?
Because
no
one would commit that
amount of time or energy
without the hope of being presented the coveted
Trinity College degree.
This is the core argument that Caplan raises
in his new book, What’s
Wrong with Education?
Caplan argues that the
reason that the value of a
college education isso high
is not because a person is
necessarily walking away
with a heightened understanding of the world or a

greater skillset. Instead,
he asserts, young people
and their families pay
top dollar for their education because of“signaling.” The great weight of a
Bachelor’s degree, Caplan
contends, is just that: the
ability to“show off” your
IQ, work ethic, and conformity to potential employers. Frankly, Caplan
says, intoday’s economy
student need to–it would
be disingenuous to deny
that a reason (if not the
main reason) students are
at Trinity is because the
diploma matters. If they
are honest with themselves, itis clear that signaling is a huge part of
the U.S. education system.
It doesn’t make it right,
though, says Caplan, that
students feel that college is the only worthwhile route. He says it’s a
strange phenomenon because almost none of what
students learn inschoolis
applicable to a job. Certainly, some schooling is
necessary and is shown
to raise productivity, but
Caplan says that the
“ubiquity of useless education”is
disconcerting.
It’s a big puzzle he’s strug-

gled to understand since
he was five years old: Why
isit that most of what students learn in college have
no direct bearing on future professions? And why
do employers pay a large
premium to students who
have learned about subjects completely unrelated
to their work? In reality,
Caplan says, the market
rewards education very
well –so well that it creates
negative
externalities.
In a more controversial part of his lecture,
Caplan stated that 80%of
education is signaling,
or a lot of“hoop-jumping”
just to show off. From this
point, he draws a powerful conclusion: Society as
a whole loses because of
the selfish individual(s)
who receive a college degree. According to Caplan,
higher education can be
personally beneficial, yet
socially wasteful. His recommendation? To shrink
the educational sector
in the United States (although reform is difficult).
Caplan’s
speech
prompted the response of
Columbia University Professor of Economics and
International Affairs Mi-

guel Urquiola. Urquiola
effectively defended the
current education system,
suggesting that both policy makers and students
may wish to ignore the
book’s prescriptions. He
presented more “realistic models” that sought
to diminish Caplan’s 80%
signaling statistic. Urquiola capitalized on two
points. One, that creating a ranking of people
centered around the degree they have obtained
makes the economy more
productive any way, and
two, that the case against
education
is
subtle.
Urquiola’s
argument
centered around the importance of human capital and school identity.
Even if, Urquiola argued,
it’s true that school curricula are weak, and students only marginally
use information learned
in the classroom, attending college earns students
more than just sheepskin.
Attendance
reflects
a
club, a network that students are now a part of.
And networks, Urquiola
says, rather than ability,
are the key to top jobs in
the United States. This

should resonate with every Trinity student, because the College boasts
its alumni relations and
connections. This holds
true for most U.S. colleges
and universities, but Urquiola noted that students
benefit the most from the
networks of elite schools.
That’s why young people
work so hard to get into
top schools- primarily tobe
a part ofan elite network
for life, and then for the
diploma (the high-quality
education
isan
added bonus). Urquiola’s proposition? To let our
market “shake it out.”To
change the entire system, he says, is incorrect.
While Urquiola said that
Caplan’s book strikes him
as“heavy handed,”he also
admitted that it echoes a
long tradition in the United States. At the end of
the symposium, Urquiola reconciled with much
of Caplan’s argument,
saying that itis right to
think of and criticize what
schools and colleges do.
Now of course, the
audience was left to consider: “What is the balance
between
human
capital and signaling?”

Lip Sync Battle Organized for American Cancer Society
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The Annual Community
Events
Staff
(A.C.E.S.) and the Trinity College chapter of
Relay for Life have
partnered for a lip sync
battle to raise money
for the American Cancer Society. A.C.E.S., an
on-campus club dedicated to organizing events
for charity throughout
the school year, has organized the event to be
both dedicated to an important cause and entertaining for the community.
“This event is important because it is a
chance for students to
get together and have
a fun time for a great
cause! We hope to raise
money and awareness
for the American Cancer Society”commented
A.C.E.S. president Lexie
Axon ’19. The organization will award prizes
to the best student performers. First place will
be awarded $500, second
place will be awarded
$250, and third place is
a collection of gift cards
to
local
restaurants.
A.C.E.S. will also hold
a raffle for audience
members to participate
in that will include gift
cards, and items from

the
Trinity
College
Bookstore.
“Normally, Relay for
Life holds a mini lip
sync battle in April. Students love to participate,
so I wanted to make the
battle its own event. We
partnered with Relay
for Life to hold a larger version of what they
normally do,” explained
Axon.
The lip sync battle is
the first event organized
through the two organizations and will be
held in Vernon Social on
April 6 from 7:30pm to
9:30pm. Admissions cost
will be $5, and tickets
will be available to purchase outside of Mather
throughout the week.
Students are encouraged
to sign up for a lip sync
performance at alexandra.axon@trincoll.edu.
A.C.E.S. and Relay
for Life work directly
with the Office of Community Service to initiate projects that will
enhance the lives of students and charities.
The Lip Sync Battle
will be in Vernon Social
on April 6th from 7:309:30pm. Students are
encouraged to sign up by
emailing me at alexandra.axon@trincoll.edu.
All proceeds will benefit
the American Cancer Society.

TRINITY TRIPOD

Arts & Entertainment
Hip Hop Festival Preview

Trinity’s annual International Hip Hop Festival will
take place at Mather Hall’s
Washington Room on Friday,
April 6, through Sunday,
April 8. Free and open to the
public, the festival’s theme
will be “censorship, freespeech and protest.”
Headlining the event is
hip hop artist Noname, who
grew up in Chicago, began
her career in 2013 and released her first full mixtape,
Telefone, in 2016. Headlining the festival alongside
Noname is Taylor Bennett, a
resident of Chicago and the
younger brother of Chance
the Rapper. Taylor recently
released an album entitled
Restoration of an American
Idol. This year, the structure
of the Hip Hop festival will
feature a Friday night dance

show and dance battle, plus
an extensive lineup of lectures, workshops, panel discussions, and films as part of
the weekend-long academic
study of the music and subculture of the hip-hop genre.
A notable presentation
on Saturday, April 7, at 11:00
a.m. will feature “Prime
Minister” Pete Nice, formerly of hip-hop group 3rd Bass,
and legendary ’90s hip-hop
radio DJ Stretch Armstrong.
The duo will discuss the
golden age of Hip-Hop, and
the fliers that circulated at
that time. Armstrong released a book in 2016, No
Sleep: NYC Nightlife Fliers
1988-1999.
The Main Concert will
take place Saturday, April
7, at 8:00 p.m. in the Washington Room of Trinity’s Ma-

ther Hall (photo i.d. will be
required to attend the concert). During the Hip-Hop
festival, Trinity plays host
to a large number of visiting
students from surrounding
colleges. The event is one of
the largest and best attended functions of the year, and
offers a great roster of HipHop related acts to students
and visitors. Performances
by international hip-hop
artists—from Cuba, South
Africa, China, Canada, the
Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and Cabo Verde—
will precede sets by festival
co-headliners Noname and
Taylor Bennett.
Information
regarding
the Hip Hop Festival was
provided by the Trinity College Office of Communications.

TRINITY COLLEGE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

Cinestudio Movie Review: The Great Silence
TRIP SLAYMAKER ’18
A&E EDITOR
Setting a western in a
snowy landscape may seem
like a simple way to change
audience expectations. Sergio Corbucci’s The Great
Silence is one of the great
spaghetti westerns of the
sixties not just because it
was the first set in snow, but
because it subverts nearly every touchstone of the
genre. 				
The story of The Great
Silence is much more cynical and brutal than many
of the American westerns
that preceded it. The titular
hero of the story is played
by Jean Louis Trintignant:
everyone calls him “Silence”
because of an incident in
his childhood that left him
completely mute. Trintig-

nant must act with the
force of his expression and
body-language alone, and
the absence of lines for his
character gives him a great,
brooding power. Opposite
the film’s hero is the bounty hunter “Loco,” played by
Klaus Kinski. Kinski’s wide
reptilian eyes and calmly attentive demeanor make him
terrifying. His character is
deranged and fascinatinghe seems to enjoy nothing
more than torturing and
terrifying innocent people.
Though Trintignant’s Silence has no qualms about
killing in the name of vengeance, he is more honorable than his nemesis. Instead of killing unprovoked,
he tempts his prey into
drawing their weapons first,
before shooting them in self
defense. One gets the sense

that even if the man could
speak, he would have little
to say to anyone.
Loco arrives in the town
of Snow Hill hoping to collect the bounties for a refugee band of outlaws. These
are innocent people on the
wrong side of law for fairly arbitrary reasons. They
live on the edge of town
struggling to survive in the
snowy conditions without
much food. If he had his
way, Loco would kill them
all and present their bodies
to the authorities in order to
collect a large reward.
Quickly falling in love
with the local beauty who
summoned him to town
(Vonetta McGee), Silence
spends the rest of the film
trying to foil the murderous (but completely legal)
bounty killings of Kinski’s

Loco. He thinks of his work
as a simple municipal mechanism. When asked why
he never takes his bounty
alive, Loco explains that he
only wishes to prevent these
criminals from exploiting
the weakness of the court
system: “It’s my patriotic
duty to exterminate them.”
As compelling as the
film’s non-verbal hero is,
and as much as the audience hopes for justice for the
innocent group of outlaws,
Corbucci has other plans.
In the film’s truly shocking
ending, The ravenous and
scene-stealing Loco murders not only the long-suffering outlaws, but also
Silence himself, the wouldbe hero of the movie. It’s a
shocking decision, jarringly
presented without romanticism. These are meant to be

viewed as pointless deaths,
not the result of a hopalong
adventure, but symptomatic
of a societal problem.
Even with the knowledge
that there is no moment of
“good conquering evil” in
The Great Silence, viewers
with interests in film cannot help but be transported
by Corbucci’s dazzling direction, the bizarre and unforgettable performance of
the great Klaus Kinski, and
one of the very best scores
of the genre by legendary
composer Ennio Morricone.
Fans of Quentin Tarantino
may also recognize a vast
number of visuals from this
film in his 2015 movie The
Hateful Eight-- Silence was
the clear source of that
film’s style and setting. The
Great Silence will play at
Cinestudio April 1-4.

Mostra di Monet Exhibit in Rome Raises Questions
ALISON COFRANCESCO ’20
STAFF WRITER

The recent Mostra di
Monet Exhibit in Rome
provided a chance for visitors to see select works
from the artist’s early caricatures, cityscapes, and
later natural studies as
his vision deteriorated.
Along with Monet’s
paintings, the show also
included a digitally recreated 3D print of one of
his works. In 1958, one
of Monet’s Water Lilies
studies burned in a fire
at the Museum of Modern
Art in New York. Despite
the original being lost,
a replica of the painting
was recently printed over
a canvas of the same size
and texture as the original. In many places the
bumps on the canvas do

not actually match up
with individual brushstrokes, and from close up
it is clear that the image
does not contain the many
individual slashes of oil
paint that Monet was so
well known for layering
onto his work. From far
away, however, it is a very
convincing fake.
This system of recreation raises interesting
questions about the future of how we experience
art. On one side of the argument, 3d replication is
a way to make art more
accessible to more people.
Especially in the case of
large, atmospheric painting (Rothko, Pollock, etc.)
it is important to see the
work in its original size to
experience it as the artist
intended. In these cases, images in textbooks

or online leave much to
be desired. This type of
technology could enable
more people to experience
a version of that art without having to travel long
distances.
The 3D printing method also has the benefit of
protecting the wisdom of
cultural heritage from
iconoclasm. Recently the
group Rekrei, headed by
Chance Coughenour, began a similar initiative to
recreate statues that had
been destroyed in the Mosul museum. Their project combined the photos
that people had taken of
the art during their museum visits to create virtual
replications.
Even with the many
benefits to this new technology, it was unsettling
to see the Monet recre-

ation included next to his
original works. This kind
of 3d imaging raises the
questions regarding the
importance of original art.
The ability to create perfect replicas takes away
the uniqueness of an artwork, and the ownership
of the artist over their
work. In a world where
artists are already so under supported, this kind
of quick and easy replication seems to even further
diminish the importance
of their participation in
the creation of their work.
As previously stated,
the painting at the Monet
exhibit was not perfect in
matching texture and color. However, as technology
becomes more advanced,
more faithful recreations
will be possible. It is important to proceed with

caution when it comes to
the exhibition of these
types of replicas. Cougehenor’s Rekrei initiative
was unique because it
only reconstructed artworks virtually, even creating an online ‘museum’
where the works could be
seen. The creation of this
kind of context is necessary to respect the integrity of the original object,
and will be a critical question for museums as technology advances.
This is not to diminish the use of technology
in the art world, as it has
provided us with some of
the most innovative work
in the past few decades.
However once technology
begins to infringe on the
importance of the original art object, it should be
questioned.
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SPORTS

Women’s Lacrosse Defeats Bates, Suffers Loss at Tufts
CAT MACLENNAN ’20
STAFF WRITER
After traveling to Maryland and Pennsylvania for
Spring break, the Trinity
Women’s Lacrosse team returned to Hartford to take on
the Bates College Bobcats.
After an overtime loss to York
College, the Bantams came in
with fire in their hearts and
ready to take down the Bobcats. Attacker Kiley Coffey
’18 began the scoring in the
first 5 minutes with 2 goals,
putting the Bantams in the
immediate lead and setting
the energy for the entire
game. Coffey had 4 goals in
the first half. Trinity ended
the first half with a 6-2 lead,
and those two goals were
the only success the Bobcats
would see against the Ban-

tams. Trinity’s high intensity
defense and strong offensive
sets kept the momentum in
favor of the home team. Eight
different players scored for
the Bantams against Bates.
Goaltender Zoe Ferguson
’18 had nine saves, including the Bobcats only two free
positions. Trinity’s midfielders had crucial draw controls for the Bantams and
Marcella Filbotte ’21 had a
game-high of seven ground
balls for the Bantams. Trinity ended with 13 goals and
a 26-13 shooting advantage.
This was an exciting win for
Trinity as they moved to a
2-0 record in the NESCAC
and a 4-1 record overall. The
Bobcats fall to 0-3 in the
NESCAC and a 3-3 overall.
The Bantams prepared all
week to take on the Tufts Uni-

versity Jumbos, where former
star defender Kathryn Delillio
coaches as an assistant. The
Bantams traveled to Medford,
MA to take on the Jumbos, who
had just come off of a loss to
Washington and Lee. Trinity is
ranked 4th in the nation, so opponents always play their best
against the Bantams. Attacker
Kiley Coffey and midfielder Annie Lyman ’20 both had 3 goals
against the Jumbos and midfielder Allie Barrett ’18 had one
goal and three draw controls.
Trinity rookie Sophie Berger ’21 started off the scoring
less than 3 minutes into the
game with an assist from Barrett. Tufts responded strongly with a 3-0 run, spurring
their energy and momentum
throughout the first half.
However, the Bantams counter-punched as Coffey scored

two quick goals to tie things
up. Going into halftime the
Jumbos had an 8-5 lead over
the Bantams. They extended
their lead and their energy
throughout the second half
with fast ball movement and
several scoring opportunities, ultimately finding the
back of the net four times
in the early minutes of the

half. The Bantams, playing
from an unfamiliar position,
never let down, cutting the
Jumbos lead to 2 with about
8 minutes left in the second
half off of three consecutive goals. Tufts scored once
more to seal their victory
against the Bantams. Trinity
takes on Springfield, Cortland and Bowdoin this week.
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The women’s lacrosse team had a hard-fought loss to Tufts

Baseball Sustains Tough Early Season Home Losses
BRENT SCHOELLER ’21
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The Trinity baseball
Team home debut was
played against the Eastern Connecticut State
Warriors on the Murren
Family Field at DiBenedetto Stadium. Unfortunately, the opener did
not go as the Bantams
had hoped for. The team
fell to the Warriors of
Eastern
Connecticut
State by a score of 6-0.
The Warriors bats were
buzzing early, scoring
in four of the first five
innings and scoring two
runs in both the 3rd and
4th innings, respectively.
With the stellar pitching
of the senior righty Sam
Kosterich of Eastern
Connecicut State, who
tossed eight scoreless
innings, it became a tall
task for the Bantams
to attempt to mount a
comeback against the
Warriors. The few bright
spots were catcher Alex
Rodriguez ’20 who went
2 for 3 and threw a runner out stealing, and the
work of the bullpen who
allowed no runs in the
final four innings after
starter Alex Shafer ’20
was pulled. With this
loss, the Bantams fell
to 2-5 on the season,
and this would be their
third straight. Though a
tough loss, the Bantams
would attempt to get a
win in their second home
game against Brandeis
to snap the streak.
Trinity fought hard
against Brandeis for
much of the game, which
was close until the Judg-

es pulled away in the final few innings. It was
difficult for the Bantams
to find much success
facing Brandeis starter
Greg Tobin, who struck
out nine on his way to
a complete game victory
with only one run. The
Judges struck first with
one run in the top of the
1st inning on a single
from Isaac Fossas. Then
after 4 innings of scoreless baseball Brandeis
scored again on a 2-out
single that drove in another run.
However,
after a hit in the gap of
right-centerfield,
center-fielder and senior
captain Christian Orsini hit a triple and was
driven in on a sacrifice
fly, yet Tobin was able
to get out of the inning
with only the one run.
Then, Brandeis scored
two runs in the 7th to
give themselves a cushion while adding another run in the 9th. After
a nice start to the bottom of the 9th with two
singles from Matthew
Koperniak ’20 and Eric
Thronson ’21, Tobin was
again able to get out of
the jam and seal the victory. The Bantams were
now 2-6 on the season
but would soon get a
chance to break the fourgame skid with a double-header against Westfield State the next day.
The Bantams split
the double-header with
the Westfield State Owls
to improve their record to 3-7 on the year.
Games that were supposed to be away became
home games due to the

unplayable conditions of
Westfield State’s field. After falling 5-1 to the Owls
in the first game, the Bantams turned it around for
the second. Trinity picked
up their 3rd victory of the
year in a close game. The
Bantams struck first with
a run in the first inning
thanks to an RBI-double

from Koperniak. The
Owls quickly matched
with a run of their own
in the top of the 2nd
inning, but the Bantams responded in the
bottom of the second
with a sacrifice fly from
Johnny Stamatis ’19.
Then, after Westfield
State scored again on a

wild pitch, the Bantams
were able to answer
with their third run to
change the score to 3-2.
The Bantams closed it
out in the seventh inning
with a save from pitcher
McLean Hill ’18. Trinity is back in action at
Tufts on Friday for the
start of NESCAC play.
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Baseball lost to Eastern Connecticut St. and Brandeis before splitting with Westfield St.
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Tiger Woods, Young Stars Favorites to Win 2018 Masters
NATE CHOUKAS ’18
SENIOR EDITOR
With the Olympics behind us and the Super Bowl
a distant afterthought,
few events in sports can
live up to the hype of the
Masters. Golf fans around
the world will be perpetually glued to their televisions for the season’s
first major from April 5-8,
as the best in the world
tee it up at Augusta National for a chance to win
the coveted green jacket.
If that weren’t enough,
this year marks the first
time since 2015 that Tiger
Woods will be back in the
tournament field. Woods,
who has battled a multitude of injuries since 2008,
has returned with a fused
lower back and is playing
pain free. To the astonishment of many, Tiger has
played his way into con-

tention in several tournaments this year, despite
showing clear signs of
rust early in the season.
Woods finished T-2 at the
Valspar
Championship
and T-5 at the Arnold
Palmer Invitational, and
seems to be improving
every time he tees it up.
Combine recent solid play
with a legend the likes
of Tiger Woods, and you
get the betting favorite
heading into the Masters.
But if Tiger is to win
the sixth Masters title in
his storied career, he’ll
have to do it playing
against the strongest field
he has ever faced. Partly
due to Tiger’s dominance
in the late 1990s and
early 2000s, and entire
generation of young players who emulated Tiger
growing up have emerged
and are playing in their
prime. These include

World No. 1 Dustin Johnson,
who is possibly the best athlete to ever play professional golf. Many would agree
that if Johnson plays to his
ultimate potential, he will
blitz the field and nobody
will be able to keep pace.
If anybody can contend
with Johnson when he is on,
it would be Rory McIlroy.
One week ago, nobody would
have picked Rory to win the
Masters – a cold putter and
inconsistent wedge play
have plagued his game for
the last two years. But Rory
spent the week leading up to
The Arnold Palmer Invitational taking putting lessons
from fellow tour veteran
Brad Faxon, and the results
were nothing short of perfection. Rory shot an incredible
eight under par 64 en route
to his three stroke victory
over Bryson DeChambeau
at a stunning 18 under par.
More importantly, Rory was

first in the field in strokes
gained putting, a feat nobody could have imagined
having watched him all
season. If Rory keeps the
putter rolling at Augusta, he will have a great
chance of winning his first
green jacket and completing the career grand-slam.
As if that isn’t enough,
Tiger, Dustin, and Rory
are joined by young-guns
Justin Thomas, Jordan
Spieth, and Rickie Fowler.
These three are all ranked
inside the top 10 in the
world, with Thomas currently sitting in the No.
2 spot, Spieth No. 4, and
Fowler No. 8. Thomas has
been white hot all season,
and is pound for pound the
longest hitter on tour. Spieth has struggled recently
with his putter, normally his greatest asset, but
Rory showed last week
that putting can turn very

quickly when dealing with
the best players in the
world. Spieth has both
fond memories and demons
associated with Augusta National. He shocked
the world at age 21 when
he won his first major title at Augusta, but then
blew a massive lead the
following year in his campaign to repeat. Despite
a crushing loss in 2016,
Spieth has shown a great
deal of mental toughness
in his career and is expected to contend again this
year. Rickie Fowler has
not yet won his fist major, but all the components
of his game are there.
Perhaps this is his year.
The 82nd edition of the
Masters tournament promises to be excellent entertainment as the best in the
world tee it up in Augusta, Georgia on April 5-8.

March Madness Consumes College Campuses, Nation
MATEO VAZQUEZ ’21
STAFF WRITER
Chaos and insanity are
now flooding college campuses all over the country,
that is if you are a Division I school. That’s right,
March Madness and its intense basketball games are
where records are broken
and legends are created.
However, for Trinity and
other non-division I schools
and their basketball teams,
March Madness is not a feasible dream. Yet that does
not mean you still cannot
enjoy the highly unpredictable entertainment.
On such a diverse campus like Trinity many students root for their home
state team if they happen
to make the tournament.
Or maybe you love CT so
much that you would root
for the UConn Huskies historically dominant women’s
team. For those who don’t
have a dog in the fight, you

can make a bracket and
predict who will come
out as the champion, and
if you create a perfect
bracket on ESPN you will
have the opportunity to
win a $10,000 Amazon
Gift Card and a trip to the
2018 Maui Invitational.
However, according to
Sports Illustrated, your
chance of crafting a perfect bracket is 1 in 9.2
quintillion, but there is
still a chance so why not
try! Yet, there is so much
more to the tournament
than just winning or losing. Each year one of the
best parts of the tournament is watching the underdog teams, whoever
they may be that year,
upset the competition.
For example, this year
the University of Virginia Cavaliers, the number
one overall seed in the
tournament lost to the
University of Maryland,
Baltimore County,
a

16th seeded team. Not only
did UMBC beat UVA, but
they did so by dominating
the second half, placing the
final score at 74-54 which
is an unprecedented upset.
This year an 11th ranked
seed, the University of
Loyola Chicago, has not only
upset teams such as University of Miami and the
University of Tennessee, but
they have advanced to the
final four which is unheard
of for a school that many
counted out during the first

round of the tournament.
Because of Loyola’s advancement and the crazy
first-round upsets, many
brackets have been busted.
In fact, there is not one perfect bracket that remains.
But don’t worry- ESPN
still gives out rewards for
the most accurate bracket that was entered. Of
the remaining teams, the
favorites to win are the
University of Villanova,
which would be their second National Champion-

ship win out of their past
three appearances, and
the University of Kansas
(both teams are 1-seeds).
However, as history
and the current tournament
demonstrates,
March Madness almost
never goes according to
plan. So, on March 31st
make sure to tune in for
the 2018 “Final Four”
from San Antonio, Texas.
Who knows maybe we will
get to see an underdog win
the tournament after all.
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The Loyola-Chicago Ramblers have been the shock of the NCAA Tournament

Bantam Sports This Week:
Fri.

Sat.

Baseball at Tufts 3PM
Softball vs. Bates 4PM

Baseball at Tufts 12PM, 2:30PM
Men’s Lacrosse at Bowdoin 1PM
Women’s Lacrosse vs. Bowdoin 1PM
Softball vs. Bates 12PM, 2PM
Men’s and Women’s Track & Field at Tufts

